Pairc Naomh Cormac

Muintir na Pairce

BOG TESTIMONY
by Seamus (Digger) Barron

I came to work in Boora in 1969.
1 got a job as a crafisman, they were hiring at the time.

I was born and reared in a lodge house

on Charleville estate; Charleville Forest,

our address.

That tells it was a quiet place,

our neighbours were not human.

That did not bother us in the least.

Trees blowing and birds singing.

Sounds that woke us. Colette

and I got married, needed

somewhere to stay. I chatted

with my workmates, one of whom named Rob.
He told me he worked with Bord Na Moné.
A house came with the job.

We moved into our house straight after

our honeymoon. From having no neighbours
Jor 23 years and more; we now found

ourselves being one of 104 St Cormac’s

Park. What a culture shock.

Instead of lLiving on our own, I could

hear my neighbour’s clock.

We had running water both hot and cold.

Instead of carrying water, as I would have as a chap,
when I needed water now, 1 just turned on a tap.

Our neighbours came from far and wide to work on the bog,

Never a cross word spoken in scorn.

Ours wasn’t just a block of houses but a community
born. We have lived here now a half century and more.
I wouldn’t change 1t _for the world.

Life-long friendships. Good neighbours and more.
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Tégadh na tithe i bPairc Naomh Cormac i mi Meitheamh 1954 nuair a thainig

na chéad tri theaghlach. Le himeacht na mblianta thainig go leor teaghlaigh
eile chun cénaii bPairc Naomh Cormac 6 22 contae na hEireann agus 6
Shasana, Albain, an Bhreatain Bheag agus an Ghearmain. Thainig daoine le
chéile, ag cruthld mothu iontach comhoibrithe agus meascan neamhghnach
de phearsantachtai agus cultuir. D’fhorbair cénaitheoiri Pairc Naomh Cormac
bréd mor as a gceantar agus labhraionn siad fés faoi chdénai ann né faoi chénai'i
“Pairc”.

Tégadh an oscailt oifigitil an 9 Aibrean 1956 ag an Tanaiste agus an tAire
Tionscail agus Trachtala ag an am, William Norton TD, agus bhi a chuid
focal oscailte ag an gcermadin mar seo a leanas:- “Tri na tithe tarraingte seo
a sholathar, chuir Bord na Ména leis an rathinas ata i gCill Chormaic agusii
gceantair thimpeallacha”.

Ni raibh na hoibrithe Bord na Ména i seilbh na dtithe sna chéad bhlianta ach
iocadh siad ciosa simbolach a baineadh as a n-iocaiochtai seachtainiula agus
bhi Bord na Ména ag fostu Stewards agus Gairdini chun an pairc a chothabhail
agus aon dheisiuchain a dhéanamh ar na tithe. Sna 1970idi déanacha, cuireadh
an deis ar fail do na cénaitheoiri a dtithe a cheannach agus baineadh an
praghas as an am a chaith siad ann agus an méid ciosa a ioc siad thar na blianta
— bhi an costas ginearalta nios 1t na £2,000.

11988, baineadh comhaontu le Bord na Ména chun an talamh (17 acra) agus an
trealamh cothabhala a thabhairt ar cios do na cénaitheoiri agus roinnt blianta
ina dhiaidh sin, ghlac Comhairle Chontae Uibh Fhaili le cothabhail na mbdéithre,
solas, uisce agus séarachais sa Phairc.

Ta dearadh an scéime tithiochta abhar glasra forbartha ait ar isaideadh é ag na
paisti go leor a chénaigh ann le haghaidh cluichi agus bhileagan amach ann a
choinneail suil go dlath orthu. Ar nddigh, mar gheall ar na cluichi iomanaiochta
agus peile go luath, chuaigh roinnt de na paisti a rugadh agus a tégadh sa
phairc ar aghaidh le buaigh Craobh na hEireann le hUibh Fhaili:-

Liam Currams (Réalta Dhubailte) - lomanaiocht Sinsearach Craobh na
hEireann 1981 & Peil Sinsearach Craobh na hEireann 198

- Damien Barron - loménaiocht Mionuir Craobh na hEireann 1989
Stephen Byrne - lomanaiocht Sinsearach Craobh na hEireann 1998
Colm Cassidy - loménaiocht Sinsearach Craobh na hEireann 1998

Usaidtear Pairc Naomh Cormac le haghaidh go leor blianta mar ait deiridh don
phréiseas Corpus Christi aititil a thosddh sa Séipéal Mhuire Beannaithe agus a
rachaidh tri sraideanna Cill Chormaic suas go Pairc Naomh Cormac le haghaidh
beannachta ag an arch larnach sa chéad tsraith tithe le céadta daoine ata lan na
haise glasa ata os comhair an altéir.

Ta an tionscadal “Capturing Our Story” Kilcormac Oral History Project ag cur
combhraite le roinnt cénaitheoiri Pairc Naomh Cormac, a chuireann cur sios
saibhir agus iontach ar shaol sios trid na blianta. Is féidir leat na scéalta de
Paddy Byrne, Theresa Coyne, John Mitchell, Claire O’Driscoll agus Seamus
Barron a chloisteail ar an leathanach ‘Oral History’ de shuiomh gréasain
visitkilcormac.com.
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